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Thanksgiving Through Sharing 


A Message to the Churches 


IVING THANKS to God at harvest time is a joyful part of our 
heritage. Thanksgiving this year, however, ought to have a spe- 
cial meaning for each one of us. Our American harvest is more 

than the assurance of well-being to our own people. It is also the hope 
of survival for millions of hungry men, women, and children overseas. 
Thanksgiving is a time to remember with grateful hearts not only the 
relative bounty with which our people have been blessed, but also the 
opportunity we have to succor the hungry this critical winter. Sharing 
our abundance is the best way we have to give thanks to God. 


We can share indirectly by saving food. This means eliminating 
over-indulgence and waste, greater use of fresh fruits and vegetables 
and less use of wheat and of meats and poultry fattened on grain. By 
cooperating fully in the national food-conservation program, we can 
help to make available the life-sustaining cereals for relief abroad. 


We can also share directly by relief contributions in money or in 
kind, as wheat and cotton, through our own church relief channels. 
Church World Service is appealing for a special Thanksgiving offering 
to help meet the emergency relief needs. This church program deserves 
our conscientious support. 


As President of the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America, I urge all of our churches to consider . . . our Christian re- 
sponsibilities in relation to the overseas food crisis. ‘‘Let us not love in 


word or speech but in deed and in truth.’’ 


CHARLES P. TAFT, 
President, The Federal Council of 


the Churches of Christ in America 
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Letters to the Editors 





Church Leaders Sound Note of Caution 





Exercise Christian Patience 


To the Editors: 

If there was ever a time that required 
our people to be calm and have faith, this 
is the time. 

We deplore public utterances in any 
nation which give the people a sense of 
insecurity and which even suggest war. 
What the world needs at this moment is 
food, healing, and faith. It is a time when 
statements in any nation tending to fos- 
ter militarism should be discouraged. It 
is necessary to be reasonably prepared 
against possible emergencies in a chaotic 
world, but it is quite another thing to in- 
cite fear and hatred. 

We call upon the church people of 
America to maintain a calm faith, to 
throw their support behind the United 
Nations, to refuse to be. disturbed by 
statements tending to foment hatred and 
to create an atmosphere of militarism in 
these days of peace. Certain tensions and 
misunderstandings are to be expected dur- 
ing this period of readjustment following 
the cruelty and suffering of the worst war 
in history, but the tensions are apt to be 
relieved as Christian insights are brought 
to bear upon the problems confronting 
the nations. This can be done with pa- 
tience and forebearance without surren- 
dering any of the principles vital to a 
Christian democracy. 

D. V. Jemison, 

National Baptist Convention, USA. 
Edwin T. Dahlberg, 

Northern Baptist Convention 

Rufus D. Bowman, 

Church of the Brethren 

Albert W. Palmer. 

Congregational Christian Churches 
Henry Knox Sherrill, Presiding Bishop, 
The Protestant Episcopal Church 
L. W. Goebel, 

Evangelical and Reformed Church 
G. Bromley Oxnam, 

Bishop, New York Area, 

Methodist Episcopal Church 
William A. Mountain, Bishop, 
African Methodist Episcopal Church 
W. J. Walls, Bishop, 

Second Episcopal District, 

A. M. E. Zion Church 

J. Kenneth Pfohl, Bishop, 

The Moravian Church-Southern Province 
Joseph R. Sizoo, President, 

New Brunswick Theological Seminary 
Wilbur LaRoe, Jr., Moderator, 

The Presbyterian Church, USA 

S. A. Fulton, Moderator, 

United Presbyterian Church 

John W. Beardslee, Jr., President, 
Reformed Church in America 
John R. Cunningham, Moderator, 
The Presbyterian Church, US. 


Mole Hills Into Mountains 


To the ‘Editors: 

In the discussion of controversial mat- 
ters, such as the Federal Council and 
union with the USA Church, one is in dan- 
ger of allowing his personal interest and 
bias to lead him to magnify unduly small 
and insignificant things, 

For instance, those who are opposed to 
remaining in the Federal Council rarely 
fail to use the two following arguments: 

First, they refer to what some few who 
are connected with the Council have said, 
or are reported to have said, as individ- 
wals and on their own account, and then 
they appear to charge that to the Coun- 


cil itself. That, of course, is a very light 
argument, if not downright unfair. By 
that line of argument every group or body 
of Christians, including our own church, 
could and would be brought under the 
ban; for in all of them there are at least 
a few who hold and express views that 
are not altogether in line with the adopted 
standards of the body to which they be- 
long. No two clocks can be made to run 
exactly together, although they may both 
be good clocks; and no two people will 
think exactly alike, albeit they may both 
be good people. 

Secondly, they charge that the Council, 
because of the aforesaid, cannot represent 
us in its testimony and mission. Why 
not? The Council is only a federation, 
not an organization. The denominations 
that participate in the Council have not 
thereby united with one another, they are 
only affiliating with one another and co- 
operating in the Council in the particular 
missions which the Council was estab- 
lished to perform. The Council has no 
doctrinal creed to which our church sub- 
scribed on entering it. We simply became 
an affiliated member of a federation set 
up for the purpose of giving a united 
voice and effort to the Protestant church 
in America. This is no time for the Prot- 
estant churches to “pull out” and pull 
away from one another; but on the con- 
trary it is a time when they should all 
stand together in a solid front in order 
that they may “stand up for Jesus” 
against the world, the flesh, and the devil. 
‘+ - SAMUEL J. PATTERSON. 
Nashville, Tenn. 


Young People Are in Favor 


To the Editors: 

Young people have not the rich prac- 
tical experience and wisdom of their elders 
in the great issues facing the church to- 
day. Yet let our voices be heard in this 
crucial hour for we have our conviction 
of what should be done, our vision of what 
could be done, and we will gain experi- 
ence in what is done. 

My conviction is that young people— 
at least those of my acquaintance—would 
vote unquestionably for the Federal Coun- 
cil. Our loss in experience is perhaps our 
gain in that we are not too bothered by 
the “remembrance of things past.” We 
see value in tradition and past events but 
our faces are of necessity toward the fu- 
ture. We believe in the fundamentals of 
our faith, but we would scrap some of the 
older methods. 

Perhaps there was a time when isola- 
tionism was best for the church as for 
the nation. But we can no longer abide 
by that decision. It will be one world 
only if we unite and face larger issues than 
those of our own denomination. The world 
is our arena pow, whether we like it or not. 
It has always been Christ’s. The question 
of the world is really the question of the 
church. Are we mature enough to accept 
the responsibilities which have been 
thrust upon us? 

May we be not only mature enough to 
perceive and to shoulder our responsibili- 
ties, but may we also have the vision to 
see the great opportunities for service. 
The world is out of joint but thank God 
that he has given us the opportunity to 
set it aright. May God help us to do his 
will! 

MARGARET B. (Mrs. Rayburn) MOORE. 
Helena, Ark. 


FEDERAL COUNCIL VOTE, 41-12 





Presbyteries marked * beiow have 
changed their vote since the same ques- 
tion was faced in 1937-38. Where all pres- 
byteries in a synod have voted, ¢ follows 
the synod’s name. 


AGAINST FOR 
ALABAMA 
Tuscaloosa, 28-10 Birmingham, 27-11 
*E. Ala., 36-10.. 


APPALACHIA 
Knoxville, 30-13 *Abingdon, 24-21 
Holston, 27-17 


ARKANSAS 
Washburn, 9-1 
*Pine Bluff, 14-12 


FLORIDA? 
Suwannee, 38-7 
*St. Johns, 56-33 


Florida, 24-9 


GEORGIA 
Athens, 15-6 
*Cherokee, 18-7 
*Savannah, 18-9 


KENTUCKY 
Transylvania, 20-1 
Lex.-Ebenezer, 28-0 
*Guerrant 
*Muhlenburg 


LOUISIANA 
MISSISSIPPI 


Miss., 18-8 *North Miss, 12-7 


MISSOURI} 
Potosi, 12-3 
Lafayette, 13-5 
Upper Mo. 
*Missouri, 16-6 
*St. Louis, 18-5 


NORTH CAROLINA 
Albemarle, 27-4 
*Fay’vl, 44-34 
W.-Salem, 37-11 


OKLAHOMA? 
*Indian 
Durant, 13-1 
*Mangum 


SNEDECOR MEMORIAL 


*"N. & S. C. 
*Ethel 


SOUTH CAROLINA 
*Congaree, 17-8 Charleston, 18-8 
Bethel, 23-20 
Pee Dee, 23-22 
Enoree, 37-23 


S. C., 28-9 
TENNESSEE 
Columbia, 17-7 
*Nashville, 25-13 
TEXAS 
Paris, 19-14 *Brazos, unanimous 


Central Texas 

*Dallas, 31-12 

El Paso 

Texas-Mexican, 23-1 
z *W. Texas, 58-8 


VIRGINIA 
Lexington, 29-1 
*Roanoke, 37-11 
£. Hanover, about 70-3 


WEST VIRGINIA 


" Greenbrier, unanimous 


*Kanawha, 45-5 
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Moderator at Lewis 
Inauguration Stresses 


Christian Education 


Sees Church-Related College as of 
Central Importance in Today’s Need 


Churches do not flourish ‘‘in the shal- 
low soil of ignorance,’ Assembly’s 
Moderator John R. Cunningham de- 
clared at the recent inauguration of 
President Frank B. Lewis of Mary 
Baldwin College. 

“The church must continue to educate 
her sons and daughters and to wield her 
influence on all educational fronts with- 
in our democracy,” the Davidson Col- 
lege president declared. “Sooner or 
later unless there is intelligent, well- 
trained leadership in any branch or 
cause of the church it fails or disap- 
pears. The very existence of the church, 
to say nothing of the democratic way 
of life, demands the continuance of 
Christian education. ... 

“The leaders of our day must know 
history and government, geography and 
science, philosophy and languages,” Dr. 
Cunningham went on. “They must 
also know their Bibles. Furthermore, 
good education for today must be geared 
to our world . . . meeting the intellec- 
tual needs of people who must live to- 
day and tomorrow.” 


Christian Facts Underlie. 

After his induction, Dr. Lewis de- 
clared, ‘‘No thin, academic, and merely 
theistic faith can be adequate today. 
We here enjoy this most significant ad- 
vantage, that we avow, not only Chris- 
tian principles, but the prime Christian 
facts without which those principles are 
inevitably distorted or betrayed.”’ 

Virginia’s former Governor, now 
president of the University of Virginia, 
Colgate W. Darden, Jr., representing the 
American Association of Universities, 
underscored the words of Dr. Cunning- 
ham and Dr. Lewis, saying, “Our moral 
and spiritual foundation will be swept 
away unless we can reinforce—and that 
quickly—-yes, almost rebuild, our spirit- 
ual and moral framework. If we do not 
do this, then all of our efforts will be 
in vain. The churches and the colleges 
must be the leaders in this reinforce- 
ment. Upon the outcome and upon the 
success of your service and of others 
like you in the field of education will 


depend the fabric of western civiliza- 
tion.” 


Presbyteries Make Comments on 


Plan of Presbyterian Reunion 


Some Also Vote For or Against Union; Church Property 
Amendment from Central Miss. Warmly Debated Pro and Con 


No such precise verdict as is being given the Federal Council of Churches 
throughout the 87 presbyteries this year can be given another measure which 
is claiming the attention of the same bodies—the plan of Reunion with the 


Presbyterian Church, USA. 


Practically every response of the presbyteries will 


differ from every other one for the General Assembly has asked for no judg- 


ment on the question of reunion itself 
but only for study of the plan as a pos- 
sible plan and comment or suggestions 
for revision. 

Presbyteries, therefore, are forward- 
ing their suggestions to the Stated Clerk 
of the Assembly, Some are doing more; 
they are taking action for or against 
reunion itself. Knoxville and South 
Carolina, for example, frowned on re- 
union, while Potomac, the Synod of 
Kentucky and others are sending up 
strong overtures urging the earliest pos- 
sible consummation of the plan. 

Most of the presbyteries, however, are 
doing simply what the Assembly speci- 
fied—studying the plan and offering 
their suggestions. Wilmington Presby- 
tery (N. C.) liked everything about the 
plan but the compromise provision 
which would allow congregations (along 
with presbyteries) to decide whether or 
not they would enter the union (Con- 
current Declaration No. 9). Fayette- 
ville Presbytery (N. C.) voted prac- 
tically unanimously to delete the sec- 
tion as ‘‘not in keeping with our Presby- 
terian system of church government and 
control.” 


Committees Are Studying 


Presbyteries generally are appointing 
good committees to study the various 
ramifications of the plan and to report 
at adjourned or _ special meetings, 
though South Carolina Presbytery de- 
clined to appoint such a committee and 
voted its opposition to union itself. 
Enoree Presbytery, in the same synod, 
however, made its comments on the 
plan, asking that the term “bishop” be 
made to apply to elders as well as minis- 
ters, opposing ‘‘General Councils’ and 
so on, then voted 29-17 in favor of drop- 
ping all negotiations looking toward 
union at this time. 

Bluestone Presbytery (W. Va.) wants 
property rights of presbyteries and 
synods “safeguarded” along with those 





of individual churches, and asks that 
Presbyterian, USA, churches be ac- 
corded similar privileges if they desire 
to remain out of the union, then it sug- 
gests several verbal and other changes. 
Bluestone asks the Assembly to call a 
moratorium on the discussion of re- 
union and the Federal Council for the 
next five years, 

Fayetteville Presbytery, with only a 
few ‘‘No’s,’”’ approved the plan “as to 
form and content, without expressing 
approval or disapproval of union... at 
this time.’”’ It voted to delete the local 
church decision, as noted above, and 
then was unanimously opposed to the 
Central Mississippi Church Property 
overture which would give local 
churches full authority over their prop- 
erty. (Editorial, page 8.) 


Ott and Ogden Lead Discussion. 


In New Orlenas Presbytery, Judge C. 
Ellis Ott, who heads the legal commit- 
tee for “The Continuing Church Com- 
mittee,” and Dunbar H. Ogden, chair- 
man of the General Assembly’s Com- 
mittee on Cooperation and Union, were 
leaders in the discussion. This presby- 
tery voted to omit the word “bishop” 
in one section; to substitute “presby- 
ters” for “ministers of the presbytery” 
in the provision for giving the right 
hand after ordination of a minister; to 
eliminate the provision in Concurrent 
Declaration 9 relative to a division of 
property between majority and minority 
in a particular church which decides to 
remain out of the re-united church; re- 
instated an earlier (1943) provision 
having to do with mortgaging or selling 
of property of a particular church, and 
made one or two other minor verbal 
changes. 

On the Central Mississippi overture, 
New Orleans Presbytery, after long de- 
bate, voted 27-7 its ‘unalterable op- 
position”’ to this overture which, it was 
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said, would take from the presbytery 
and the higher courts of the church ab- 
solutely all control of, or authority over 
the property of a particular church, and 
in the event of reunion, would authorize 
a particular church, a presbytery, or a 
synod by a majority vote completely to 
control its property, in entire independ- 
ence of the church as a whole. 


‘Christian Unity Is 
Vital Need’—Cavert 


North Carolina News Letter. 


Samuel McCrea Cavert, general secre- 
tary of the Federal Council of Churches, 
told a special meeting of the House of 
Bishops of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, meeting recently in Winston- 
Salem, that the need for Christian unity 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


has never been more pressing. He de- 
scribed the ecumenical movement as 
“the effort of Christians to translate 
their prayer for unity into a living 
reality.” Dr. Cavert told the 130 
bishops from the U. S. and abroad that 
the World Council of Churches is ‘‘the 
most impressive illustration of the de- 
velopment of ecumenical cooperation.” 
The assembly of that body scheduled 
for Amsterdam next summer will be at- 
tended by representatives of 126 com- 
munions drawn from “every major 
family of the Reformation and from the 
Eastern Orthodox branch of Christen- 
dom,” he said. The possibility that the 
tussian Orthodox Church may join the 
World Council is ‘“‘not bright,’’ he added, 
but negotiations are still being carried 
on. ‘‘We have not given up hope that 
the Russian Church may become a mem- 
ber of the World Council and thus serve 
as a bridge of understanding between 





The Power of Non-Violence 


By REINHOLD NIEBUHR 





ECENTLY I shared the platform 

with a distinguished educator 

from India who espoused the 
cause of non-violence as incarnated in 
the life of Gandhi. He presented it as 
the cure for all the ills of the western 
world and assumed that it alone was re- 
sponsible for the freedom of India. He 
gave no credit to the imagination of the 
British Labor party, which had, after 
all, some share in bringing this chapter 
of imperialism to an end. 

Nor did he say a word about the 
awful cruelties which Moslems and 
Hindus and Sikhs are visiting upon each 
other in the internecine strife which 
threatens to drown the new liberties of 
India in blood. These are strange fruits 
of the spirit of non-violence, which one 
would like to forget but to which one 
must call attention when the non-vio- 
lence of India is given us in the west 
as the example of ultimate morality. 

The report of his address and mine 
in the newspapers prompted a good lady 
to send me a letter in which she ad- 
monished me to follow the teachings of 
my Indian colleague, insisted that it was 
“the pattern of Christ,’ and assumed 
that nothing but cowardice prevented 
the religious leaders of America from 
all becoming pacifists. She was also 
certain that if we espoused the cause of 
love, which she identified with the 
cause of non-violence democracy would 
become so perfect that it would require 
no defense since “everyone would rush 
to us to get what we have.” 

The good lady, together with many 
religious people in this and other na- 
tions, seems to think that the only reason 
why people do not love each other with 
so fervent a love that all conflicts in 
human society would be dissolved, is 


because the preachers have not preached 
the doctrine of love unequivocally 
enough. 

I would be inclined to make a quite 
contradictory criticism of the sermon of 
the preacher, I would say that usually 
it holds forth the ideal of love in season 
and out of season, But the preaching 
of the love commandment frequently 
degenerates into sentimentality. 

Sentimentality is idealism which is 
not in touch with reality. The particu- 
lar reality with which the idealism of 
this good lady and the idealism of many 
a sermon is not in touch, is the reality 
of self-love. The real problem of hu- 
man existence consists in the fact that 
we ought to love our neighbor as our- 
self but that we do, in fact, love ourself 
most. 

The Gospel promises release from the 
power of self-love. But it is not a 
simple release. Emancipation from self- 
love requires a genuine change of heart 
and not merely the persuasion of the 
mind that love is a high ideal. 

Furthermore, even the emancipated 
soul might not be too sure that all of 
its actions are governed by love. For 
in that case new forms of pride and self- 
love will creep in to corrupt the heart. 

The whole spiritual life of mankind 
is comprehended in this tension between 
love and self-love. But the tension is 
not resolved simply by moral exhorta- 
tion. It is resolved by the shattering 
of the old self and the creation of a new 
self, 

Whether, however, this is a possi- 
bility for nations is another matter. Do 
nations ever really love each other? 
Perhaps we will have to be satisfied if 
nations learn to be just with one an- 
other.—(Copyright 1947 by RNS.) 
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the peoples of that country and the 
United States,” he said. 


Bishops Study Plan for 
Examination of Candidates 


Actions taken by the Episcopal 
bishops in their Winston-Salem meeting 
included: Appointment of a special 
committee to suggest a procedure of 
psychological and psychiatric examina- 
tion of candidates for the ministry; Ap- 
proval of continued permission for the 
marriage of divorced persons by Epis- 
copal ministers if approved by the di- 
ocesan bishop; a summons to the people 
of the churches “to be on guard lest an 
hysterical fear of Communism shall lead 
to fighting that danger with weapons 
destructive of the treasures we seek to 
guard’; a call to a dynamic program 
of evangelism geared to reach the un- 
churched masses, 


State-wide Drive Planned 
For Overseas Relief Goods 


North Carolina churchmen are plan- 
ning another intensive drive for cloth- 
ing for overseas relief—January 25-31. 
County by county the organization will 
be set up with full publicity focused on 
the special week. Leaders authorized 
to plan the campaign met recently in 
Durham where they heard Claude Shotts 
of the Society of Friends tell them, 
“Church World Service materials sent 
into Communist over-shadowed coun- 
tries still reach the neediest... .” 
Ernest Arnold, executive secretary of 
the state council of churches, called the 
meeting where Presbyterians, US, were 
represented by Marlin B. Curry and 
Presbyterians, USA, by James A. Can- 
non. Church World Service reported 
that North Carolina contributed more 
material aid for overseas relief than any 
other state in the nation during the first 
six months of 1947. 


Auxiliary Leaders Hear Reports 
Of Continued Gains in All Lines 


Three hundred Woman’s Auxiliary 
leaders in their synodical meeting at 
Durham heard their president, Mrs. W. 
A. Dixon of Belmont, report that in the 
nine presbyteries there are 451 local 
Auxiliaries with 38,150 members. Gifts 
of these units during the year amounted 
to $362,708, an increase of $50,407 
over last year. The birthday gift alone 
amounted to $22,416. Contributions to 
the Lucy Steele Fund for supporting a 
girl in Peace Junior College totaled $3,- 
157. Many other good causes were 
helped by generous gifts. The report 
on the Interracial Conference held at 
Winston-Salem showed an attendance of 
208, with Negro Presbyterians furnish- 
ing the largest number of delegates. 
The synodical training school enrolled 
180 women at Peace College during the 
summer. 

PAUL TUDOR JONES. 

High Point. 

(Continued next week.) 
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The Western Presbyterian Church 


By HARRISON RAY ANDERSON* 


OES THE TITLE startle you? There have been ten- 
D sions between East and West, as between North and 


South. Sometimes these feelings get into the Church . 


as well. The Eastern Church little appreciates what the 
men and women on the western frontier have endured. 
Well do I remember 
a page from a jour- 
nal of one of my 
missionary forbears 
in which he de- 
scribed a meal with 
the Indians to whom 
he had _ gone _ to 
preach. The meal 
consisted of boiled 
puppies! Western 
church life has had 
to be practical. It 
reacts against eas- 
tern control or di- 
rection, and yet it 
knows its debt to 
the East and is loyal 
tothe whole church. 

In spite of tensions the Western Church wants nothing 
of a sectional church, and I am confident that no one 
would advocate it. Why, then, any other sectional church 
—North, South, East or West? Why not a whole Pres- 
byterian Church serving God throughout the whole nation 
and honoring Christ with a new devotion? 

It was our joy to drive across much of the western church 
country last summer. Seven thousand miles opened our 
eyes again to its magnitude and opportunity. Cars passed 
us from every state save Maine. Many southern cars were 
there, on the mountain passes and in the green valleys. 

Where does this church begin? Well, if it is at the 
Mississippi, then there are well over 600,000 communicant 
members in the western synods. If you count only the 
Far West and begin at Colorado, then in that western 
church there are 1,700 ministers, 10 synods, 47 presby- 
teries, 1,100 churches, and 280,000 members. All of this 
on what was, and is, the frontier. Many former Presby- 
terians, US, are in these western churches. They remem- 
ber the old ties and regret that they have had to leave the 
US Church to unite with the USA Church. But practically, 
they can see no difference. 





Dr. Anderson 


It Is Growing Fast 


The western church has great mission problems to solve 
and it needs a whole church to stand with it. It is grow- 
ing faster than any other section in America and some 
day will give back to the church its strength. It has 
strong as well as weak parishes, a great seminary led by 
Dr. Jesse H. Baird, colleges and other church institutions, 
and a vigorous, trained ministry and eldership. 

One day we came to the grave of Dr. and Mrs. Marcus 
Whitman, and we stood and looked away to the mission 
Station where they were martyred for Christ. Their spirit 
is still in the western church. Men and women are still 
Pouring out their lives for Christ and his church. The 
writer’s own family has given above 150 years of min- 
isterial service to the church of the frontier. One-third 
of this was before the US and the USA division. Then 
the church was one. It is the writer’s conviction that if 


*“Dr. Anderson, another of our recently announced con- 
tributing editors (Sept. 22), is pastor of the Fourth Pres- 
byterian Church, Chicago, and one of the leading ministers 
of his denomination—the Presbyterian Church, USA. 


the elders and ministers of the church US, with their sense 
of fairness and their abiltiy to recognize devotion, could 
know the spirit of the church of the West, the Presbyte- 
rian Church would again be one. Was it wrong for it 
at one time to know no East, no West, no North, no South, 
but only one Presbyterian family in Christ? 


“Knows No Section” 


Benjamin Harvey Hill, the honored statesman of Georgia, 
who did so much for his state before and during and after 
the War Between the States, has this fine sentence, spoken 
in 1879: “The Union under the Constitution knows no sec- 
tion, but does know all the states.”” So may the reunited 
church under the proposed new constitution know no sec- 
tion, but know all the synods. As we journeyed last sum- 
mer we dreamed and prayed for that day. 

The writer would like to close this article with a poem 
which has meant much to him, written while the famous 
southern author, Sidney Lanier, was in Point Lookout 
Prison in 1864. It expresses the longing of thousands of 
people that the palm of the South and the pine of the North 
and West may again grow together. 


The Palm and the Pine 


In the far North stands a Pine-tree, lone, 
Upon a wintry height; 

It sleeps: around it snows have thrown 
A covering of white. 


It dreams forever of a Palm 
That, far i’ the Morning-land, 

Stands silent in a most sad calm 
Midst of the burning sand. 


First Woman in Medical 


School 


ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO 


Recent observances marked the 100th anniversary of the 
entrance of the first woman into a medical school. On 
November 7, 1847, Elizabeth Blackwell entered medical 
school at Geneva, N. Y., and two years later became the 
first woman M. D. in the world. The American Medical 
Woman’s Association is planning to erect a Blackwell Me- 
morial Hall on the campus of the Women’s Medical Col- 
lege of Pennsylvania. Of the day of difficult decision Eliza- 
beth Blackwell wrote in her journal, “Doubt and dread 
of what might be before me gathered in my mind. I was 
overwhelmed with sudden terror of what I was undertak- 
ing. In an agony of mental despair I cried out, ‘Oh God, 
help me, support me! Lord Jesus, guide, enlighten me!’ 
My very being went out in this yearning cry for Divine 
help. Suddenly, overwhelmingly, an answer came. A 
glorious presence, as of brilliant light, flooded my soul. 
There was nothing visible to the physical sense; but a 
spiritual influence so joyful, gentle, but powerful, sur- 
rounded me that the despair which had overwhelmed me 
vanished. All doubt as to the future, all hesitation as 
to the rightfulness of my purpose, left me, and never in 
after-life returned. I KNEW that, however insignificant 
my individual effort might be, it was in a right direction, 
and in accordance with the great providential ordering of 
our race’s progress.” 
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Looking at one of the church’s most pressing problems, an Episcopal minister 
says there is a greater surplus of church buildings than a lack of pastors 


How to Meet the Shortage of Ministers 
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By GARDINER M. DAY* 


LL WILL ADMIT that more equitable salaries are 
needed for the clergy. In addition, most of our min- 
isters deplore the manifest injustice of our present 

pension system which gives to a man who throughout his 
ministry has received a relatively good salary, a larger 
pension, while it gives to another man who has labored 
at a small salary a smaller pension. It may well be noted 
also, parenthetically, that if this latter man happened to 
work in a domestic mission field, he frequently not only 
may receive both a meagre salary and a meagre pension 
but does not have the advantage of increases in salary com- 
mensurate with increases in his family as is the case with 
those working in the foreign mission field. 

A reformation of the salary scale throughout the church 
is greatly to be desired. 

Such a reformation is, however, unlikely to be accom- 
plished because of a number of practical considerations. 
Some of these are quite obvious and frequently discussed, 
but I should like to call attention to one that is seldom 
given realistic consideration. 


Not Enough for Two—or Five 


I doubt whether the problem of securing more equitable 
salaries for the clergy can be solved by an individual de- 
nomination. As a whole, the clergy ministering to parishes 
in sizeable communities are reasonably well paid, while 
the clergy ministering in small communities or in run-down 
sections of large cities are very poorly paid. Is not the 
difficulty usually, in both these latter cases namely, that of 
the small community and that of the “‘forgotten’”’ sections 
of most of our larger cities, caused by the fact that there is 
only a sufficient number of active Christians to pay a rea 
sonably adequate salary to one or two clergy, whereas 
they so frequently have to pay five or six because of our 
denominational divisions? In a small community in which 
the rector of the Episcopal Church is paid less than two 
thousand dollars a year and in which there is only one 
other Protestant Church, a layman of our church asked 
me recently whether there wasn’t some way whereby the 
two churches could be combined so that they could have 
one minister paid an adequate salary instead of two un- 
derpaid ministers. This is a single illustration of a situa- 
tion which could be multiplied almost endlessly across our 
country. This is a relatively good situation compared to 
the innumerable communities in which there is not simply 
one other non-Roman church but several. 

Our church needs to move forward with other churches 
in cooperative ventures such as that which is being carried 
on by the Rev. Philip H. Steinmetz, in Ashfield, Mass., in 
which he is minister both of the Episcopal and the Congre- 
gational parish with the backing of the bishop and the 
Congregational authorities. The Protestant Church is suf- 
fering at the present time in rural communities and in cer- 
tain areas of our large comunities throughout the country 
because of the fact that denominational division requires 
the upkeep of several church buildings and ministers where 
a few or even one would result in a far more effective pre- 
sentation of the Christian Gospel. I do not believe 
that church unity is the solution of this prceblem, 
but I think greater unity and cooperation is needed 
before it can be solved by any single denomination. 
One can readily imagine the problems which would 
be created in a small community if a particular de- 
nomination could pay a considerably larger salary than 
other denominations. The effect in most cases would 
probably not be to increase the salaries of the ministers 
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*Rector of Christ Church, Cambridge, Mass. 
appeared first in The Southern Churchman. 
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of the other churches but rather to send more recruits 
from among ministerial candidates and even ministers of 


. the other denominations to that denomination which guar- 


anteed the higher salary. 


Presbyterian Problem 


Writing in the July issue of Theology Today Elmer G. 
Homrighausen, of Princeton Seminary, points out that there 
is no shortage of ministers for larger congregations pay- 
ing better salaries. Using the Presbyterian Church as an 
illustration, he observes that vacant churches of 400 to 
500 members and more, paying salaries of $3,000 and more, 
can invariably select from among 30 to 60 candidates, 
whereas the small churches with less than 300 members 
and paying less than $3,000 are the ones that are having 
difficulty in finding ministers. The result is that the Pres- 
byterian Church now has over two thousand ‘‘vacant pul- 
pits,” almost all of which are located in small towns and 
in rural areas and paying inadequate salaries. Conse- 
quently, as the churches with congregations numbering 
less than 200 members in the smaller communities and in 
certain sections of our large cities cannot pay an adequate 
salary, ministers cannot afford to accept calls to these 
churches. Therefore, as Dr. Homrighausen notes, the ac- 
tual situation is that some 5,800 ministers and supplies are 
available to the 2,129 congregations which have over 300 
members. Is it any wonder that the record of men leaving 
the ministry for various secular pursuits has been increas- 
ing in recent years? The small church, competing with 
many other small churches, unable to pay an adequate 
salary, is suffering not from a shortage of clergy but rather 
from competition with churches in the other denominations 
in the small communities. In short, there are not enough 
active Christians in many communities to support the num- 
ber of ministers our competitive denominational system 
now requires. Furthermore, in numerous instances the 
situation is aggravated by the fact that many of these 
smaller churches are kept in the competition only by virtue 
of denominational assistance from outside the community. 
Few of these congregations can become strong enough to 
support themselves, even with consecrated ministers, since 
the population is declining or stationary in the areas where 
they are found and financial strength is dependent upon 
numerical growth. 


Products Of a Divided Christianity 


In conclusion let me quote Dr. Homrighausen’s sug- 
gested solution which I believe is essential at once for 
an effective presentation of the gospel and the problem 
of clerical salaries: ‘‘This problem is not peculiar to the 
Presbyterian Church, USA; it is peculiar to American Prot- 
estantism. Many of these churches are products of a di- 
vided Christianity; they are remnants of a frontier church 
and society. If the church is to keep and win the 
town and the rural areas for Christ, this problem must be 
taken more seriously than it is. It must be tackled with 
a Christian mind and strategy. By all means recruit youth 
for the ministry, but for a new kind of rural and town 
ministry which goes beyond the mere preservation of ex- 
isting church institutions! Let youth train for specialized 
work in the larger churches which are “killing ministers’ 
who are unable to handle their large memberships. Not 
less, but more recruiting! But let the theological train- 
ing of recruits fit men for real solutions to the small church 
problems! And let there be more mergers of small 
churches for the sake of Christ, the church, and the com- 
munity. Why should not small churches of all in- 
stitutions cease clinging to the patterns of the past when 
a new day is upon us!” 

(Editorial, page 8.) 
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Woman’s Place in the Church 


By WILLIAM DOUGLAS CHAMBERLAIN* 


when he said, ‘Let the women keep silent in the 
church’?’”’ 

ANSWER: “You refer, I am sure, to I Cor. 14:34. This 
verse cannot be understood apart from its context in the 
Bible and from the social background with which it deals. 

Nearly everyone who asks this question overlooks the 
fact that Paul commanded two other classes to ‘‘keep 
silent” in the church. In verse 28 those ecstatics who spoke 
with tongues, are commanded to keep silent, unless there 
was someone present who could interpret to the assembly 
the meaning of their utterances. If not, the ecstatic was 
to limit his speaking to himself and God. Under certain 
circumstances even the prophets were to obey the command 
for silence; if, while one was speaking, another had a reve- 
lation, the first speaker must become silent, giving the 
man with the fresh revelation a chance to speak. The reason 
given for these commands was: ‘‘Fod God is not a God 
of confusion but of peace” (11:33). 

Corinth was a turbulent church. It was split into four 
factions (1:11, 12); one of its members was guilty of im- 
morality that would shame a decent pagan, and yet there 
were those members of the church who took pride in his 
sin (6:1, 2); quarreling and lawsuits were common among 
the members (6:1-6); there was a spirit of arrogance and 
of pretension to great learning (8:1, 2); there was drunken- 
ness at the Lord’s Supper (11:18-30); public worship was 
marred by a desire for self-display (Chap. 14). Chapters 
12, 13 and 14 were written to correct this vulgar egotism. 
The famous thirteenth chapter offers an example of what 
Christian conduct should be; chapter 14 ends its counsel 
with the words: ‘‘Let everything be done decently and in 
order” (14:40). 


() wen ne From Florida: ‘What did Paul mean 


Paul Wrote for Corinth 


Where do the women come rm this situation? Among 
both the Jews and the Greeks women were supposed to 
“keep in their place.’”’ Among the Greeks the wife and the 
mother stayed in the background, her sphere was the home. 
The hetairai, the public women, made themselves con- 
spicuous. Among the Jews the men conducted the syna- 
gogue services; the women sat silently through them, ex- 
cept when the time came to join in the Amen. If they 
wanted to know more about the meaning of the service 
they asked questions at home. This is what Paul’s com- 
mand in 14:35 refers to. Of course, if the women today 
asked their husbands for religious instruction after they got 
home from church, most of them would draw a blank. Often 
they are more intelligent listeners than the men, but Paul 
was writing for the Church in Corinth, not for that in 
the U. S. A. 

Undoubtedly Paul meant what he said when he told the 
Christian women of Corinth to be inconspicuous in the 
church. See also I Tim. 2:11, 12. What does his teaching 
on this subject mean for Twentieth Century Christian con- 
duct? In Gal. 3:28 he wrote: ‘‘There is neither Jew nor 
Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male 
nor female: for ye are all onein Christ Jesus.’’ Racial, social 
and sex distinctions are a matter of no moment for those 
who are in Christ. There was no reason why a former slave 
should not become a leader in the church, as many did. 
Both Jew and Greek have become ‘‘one new man in Christ” 
(Eph. 2:11-18). Women, in a Christian civilization, are no 
longer looked upon as inferior beings. Much of what we 
have been calling Christian civilization has been sub-, semi-. 
or even anti-Christian. Paul apparently had no basic ob- 
jection to women becoming leaders in the church, for he 
was once a guest in the home of Philip, the evangelist, who 
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had four virgin daughters who prophesied (Acts 21:8, 9). 
If Paul had objected to the activities of these unmarried 
women he would no doubt have made it known. There is 
no intimation in the account in Acts that anyone regarded 
their conduct as unbecoming. 


“Foolish, Ignorant, Literalistic Interpretations” 


Some very foolish ideas have grown up around this com- 
mand of Paul, that the women keep silent in the church. 
One pastor of a strong city church was very much worried 
because his church women taught in his Sunday school. 
He admitted to me that he could not run his Sunday school 
without them, hut he did not like the idea of disobeying 
the Scripture. He asked me what I though of his erecting 
a Sunday school building separate from his church build- 
ing, to solve his dilemma. It did not comfort him when I 
told him that ‘‘church”’ (ecclesia) in this verse did not refer 
to the building, but to the assembly of Christians. Wherever 
he gathered together a group of Christians, he would have 
the ‘“‘church.’”” This is a fair sample of a lot of foolish, 
ignorant, literalistic interpretations of Scripture. 

No true Christian should seek to be conspicuous in pub- 
lic worship, bobbing up and speaking on all occasions. But 
if a woman has something worth saying she has as much 
right to speak as a man. 


From a Moderator’s Diary 
By Wilbur LaRoe, Jr., Presbyterian, USA, Moderator 


Sept. 21. Spoke to a capacity crowd in Westminster 
Church, Buffalo, one of the truly great churches of which 
our beloved church can justifiably boast, with 2,400 mem- 
bers. My, what man-power in that church! . . . In the 
afternoon, spoke to a great youth rally at Central Church 

on subject, ‘‘Youth Can Shape Our World.” The 
young people flocked in from 60 churches and some came 
70 miles. It was a thrilling experience. As I looked into 
those young faces, I said to myself, “Our beloved church 
is safe, and America is safe.” . 

Sept. 25. Erie Presbytery staged a marvelous birthday 
party for the Moderator and his wife in the very beautiful 
Church of the Covenant. Large assembly room filled to 
capacity, with 404 at dinner. Young people marched to 
platform, with huge birthday cake covered with candles 
(circumstances required 59 candles) and a lovely corsage 
for Mrs. LaRoe. Evening meeting was most impressive, 
with 850 attending and 200 ministers and lay officers in 
processional. I spoke on “Christ Is the Only Answer.’’ 
Meeting was followed by huge reception. But what im- 
pressed me most on this memorable day was a moment in 
the excellent presbytery meeting when three fine young 
men and one fine girl from Covenant Church were taken 
under the care of presbytery. Accompanying them were 
several persons from the same church who were slightly 
under 16, but who also intend to give their lives to Chris- 
tian service. Eight from a single church! This remark- 
able accomplishment is due in part to the fact that Dr. 
McAfee has established in his church ‘‘The Covenant Chap- 
ter’? of the Order of the Celtic Cross, which young peo- 
ple of 16 or over are permitted to join with consent of 
Session, upon declaring in writing their intention of de- 
voting themselves to full-time Christian service. I feel 
very strongly that this vital matter is being neglected in 
many churches. Can anything be more important? Would 
not the establishment of such a chapter in every church 
at least open the door to our young people who desire to 
give their lives to Christ? For further information I sug- 
gest that ministers write to Rev. Ralph C. McAfee, D. D., 
Church of the Covenant, Erie, Pa. I pray that ministers 
will not neglect this vital matter—-MONDAY MORNING. 
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EDITORIAL 





The Federal Council Vote 

Friends of Protestant Cooperation 
should be greatly cheered by the present 
vote on continued Southern Presby- 
terian membership in the Federal Coun- 
cil of Churches as it is now being con- 
ducted in the presbyteries. With more 
than half of the presbyteries voting, 
the standing now shows 41 FOR, 12 
AGAINST. 

Compared with the 1937-38 response 
of the presbyteries when they voted 48- 
38 in opposition, this is most hearten- 
ing. One interesting sidelight on the 
vote is the fact that 20 presbyteries 
Which voted against the Council ten 
years ago have already voted for it and 
only two have changed to the opposi- 
tion. 

Well-informed people feel that it is 
probable that between 65 and 70 of the 
87 presbyteries will cast their votes for 
the Council. Preliminary tabulations of 
the probable votes of the presbyteries 
reveal that three presbyteries which 
were thought to be likely to vote against 
the Council have voted for it and not 
a one of those which were understood 
to favor the Council (according to pre- 
dictions) has voted against. The re- 
sponse is even more encouraging than 
advocates dared hope. 
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Therefore, while friends of the Coun- 
cil did not want to see the church en- 
gaging in debate on this subject during 
this important year, they nevertheless 
will rejoice at the substantial—over- 
whelming—vote which is being given on 
the side of active cooperation alongside 
our brethren of the other denominations 
of the country. 


Church Property Amendment 


Fayetteville Presbytery has faced the 
question posed by the overture from 
Central Mississippi Presbytery regard- 
ing congregational control of church 
property and has taken its stand unani- 
mously on the genuinely Presbyterian 
principle. New Orleans’ Presbytery 
likewise voted its opposition 27-7. 

This overture which is being studied 
by all the presbyteries would bring dis- 
integration to the Presbyterian system. 
At least, Fayetteville Presbytery thinks 
so 100%. An able committee, headed 
by Charles G. Rose, a distinguished at- 
torney and former Moderator of the 
General Assembly, brought in the re- 
port which was adopted. The commit- 


tee said: 
“The adoption of this proposed 
amendment to our Book of Church 


Order would have the effect of placing 
in our constitution a congregational 
form of the ownership of church prop- 
erty which disregards the trusteeship of 
the particular church, presbytery, and 
synod, and is not only not in keeping 
with, but definitely contrary to the his- 
torical Presbyterian standards and con- 
stitution. Within the past 15 years 
amendments of similar purpose have 
been twice submitted by the General As- 
sembly to the presbyteries for advice 
and consent; and, on both occasions, 
a majority of the presbyteries have 
voted against the proposals to change 
the Book of Church Order. . . . We rec- 
ommend that Presbytery do not approve 
of the form and content of Overture No. 
38, and that the Presbytery ask the Gen- 
eral Assembly to answer this overture 
in the negative.” 

Other presbyteries are taking similar 
action. It is to be hoped that the re- 
sponse will be overwhelming. 


In Struggling Communities 


Along with Mr. Day’s discussion of 
the present shortage of ministers (page 
six) and the problem which he sees in 
a so-called surplus of church buildings, 
another pertinent fact should be intro- 
duced, In countless struggling churches, 
unable to provide adequate salaries for 
their pastors, there is another discour- 
aging element. In such communities as 
he describes, where people are now 
seeking to support four or five minis- 
ters, whole or part-time, on salaries 
which, put together, would provide well 
for one or two, the heart is taken out 
of many congregations because they just 
don’t have enough people to do anything 
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very well, They feel that they can’t 
have inspiring worship, they can’t reach 
the young people, they can’t offer good 
facilities in teaching the children; they 
often find it impossible to challenge 
adults and, so far as the unchurched 
people in the community concerned, 
they seem to be fighting a losing battle 
which most don’t want to join. 

Roy Burkhart’s last book, How the 
Church Grows*, ought to be read by 
every church leader in small towns and 
communities, and by those in cities as 
well. In this book he draws upon fruit- 
ful experiences in the United States 
where churches have resolved to pool 
their resources and to present an effec- 
tive program for a community. Under 
such a program they can jointly employ 
a staff, they can provide specialists in 
young people’s and children’s work, 
they can challenge the attention and re- 
spect of an entire area by the way the 
Gospel is brought to bear upon life. Be- 
fore much is done to reach the present 
unchurched groups in our land, some- 
thing like this will have to be done. 





*Published by Harper & Bros., New 
York. 210 pp., $2.00. 


Recruiting for Service 


Mr. LaRoe, the Presbyterian, USA, 
Moderator, tells in his diary (see page 
7) of an extremely interesting organi- 
zation in the Presbyterian Church of the 
Covenant, Erie, Pa. It is “The Cove- 
nant Chapter” of the Order of the Celtic 
Gross, which 16-year-old young people 
or older join, as approved ‘by the Ses- 
sion, when they dedicate themselves to 
church vocations. There are now eight 
in the church who have so dedicated 
themselves. This is a large church, but 
everyone knows any number of large 
churches which in all their history have 
not produced one young person for the 
ministry or mission service or any 
church vocation. Perhaps our readers 
would be interested in learning more 
about this effective group. 

The Erie church has been widely 
known for a long time for its excellent 
program of church music under Federal 
Lee Whittlesey. The choral organiza- 
tions for all ages, the individual train- 
ing, emphasis on congregational partici- 
pation—the whole program as reported 
annually in attractive booklets (as de- 
scribed in these columns in previous 
years) makes you feel that the Erie 
church does things superbly. 


GUEST EDITORS 





No More Bilbos 


It is encouraging that Representative 
John Rankin of Mississippi, who boasted 
that he would ‘out-Bilbo Bilbo,” was 
badly defeated in the off-year election 
for United States Senator, November 4. 
Judge John C. Stennis, who conducted 
a conservative campaign which ignored 
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n’t the “white supremacy” issue frequently of view, we cannot help but remember room against whom to whet their no- 
ch raised in Mississippi politics, outdis- that a large percentage of the people tions. Which sort of man makes the 
od tanced four Democratic and one Repub- of these Southern states are members best executive in business or govern- 
ey lican opponent for the Mississippi of Baptist churches. Our too frequent ment, the dull tool who will not hear 
ge Senate seat. In an editorial on the sub- shameful record in politics is certainly criticism, or the sharp fellow who be- 
ed ject, “No More Bilbos,” the Raleigh one indication that we do not apply our comes sharper by taking it? What sort 
ad, News and Observer says, “The South is religious principles to politics. Also, it of people become criminals, sources of 
tle through with such extremists as Bilbo shows that our program for the training infection in the community? Most often 
and Rankin, and if there are any ex- and development of church members in those who have no sense of belonging 
he tremists in the 81st Congress they will social and political ethics is very weak anywhere, the restless, the easily up- 
by probably represent constituencies in and ineffective. However, we believe rooted, those who (from their own fault 
nd other sections of the country.” that some progress is being made; and or otherwise) have no real function. 
as It is encouraging to see the success we hope that future years will show In tired moments, there seem to be 
‘it- of a better point of view in Southern even more progress in the direction of too many and too various people in the 
tes polities; but on the other hand, it is righteousness and justice in political world. One longs for a private planet, 
001 dificult to understand why a state like matters—-BIBLICAL RECORDER (N. @ quiet planet and biddable. But in 
eC- Mississippi or any other Southern state, C. Baptist.) brighter moments one knows better, and 
ler filled with good people, puts up some- (EDITOR’S NOTE. — Mississippi’s thanks God for this clashing world, for 
loy times with such extremists as Bilbo and new senator, we are interested to ob- those without whose help and opposi- 
in Rankin. Also, from a religious point serve, is a Presbyterian.) tion one could never be in function. 
rk, 
re- 
t 
he THE TOOTH WAS NOT IN FUNCTION REDUCED RATES 
ont By KENNETH J. FOREMAN For Your Renewal 
= And Christmas Gifts 
“As iron whets iron, so one man _ resistance! Your poor team-worker 
ew whets another.” Proverbs 27:17, Mof- welcomes others only when they are in ORDER NOW. .PAY AFTER JAN. 1 
fatt. his exact pattern; a good team worker 
? THAT TOOTH had been in func-_ is of value to the team even when he is 
tion,” said the dentist, holding it in a minority of one. A poor teacher tries One Gift [Regularly $41 <4 - $3.75 
SA his forceps against the light, “it * do all the work himself. He pre- Second *Subscription....... $3.50 
: would not have come out so easily.” digests the ideas, he lectures.by the Aa 
— “What do you mean, in function?’’ hour, but he does not welcome ques- SHEE GER. OE A ER, OE OOD 
ni murmured the patient. tions, he resents contrary views. The gift. 
the “We call a tooth in function,’ the good teacher gets the mind of his class 
— dentist explained, when there is a tooth working against his, so to speak, not EACH ADDITIONAL GIFT $3.00 
a opposite it on the other jaw. If there = a heatile sense but tor the better (Extra in Foreign Countries, $1) 
: is nothing above it, or below it, as the digestion of truth. A wire will not glow 
_ case may be, it is doing no work. And _ when it offers no resistance to the cur- 
dee it usually tends to drift loose from the rent. Some teachers begin to sparkle, b "i 
ght bone, it may shift out of location, and in fact, only when they meet the re- The Tes uter 
ted may easily become a source of trouble.’’ sistance of students who keep prodding ¢: 
bet The patient at home, holding an ice and objecting. A poor preacher does all Outlook 
— pack to his face, realized that the den- the work himself. He pounds the pul- 
— tist had spoken a parable. People are pit, he wakes the echoes—but not , 7 
the like teeth. They are not designed to the congregation. Knowing what the EE Te SO ee ee 
ree work alone. A man is in function when preacher is going to say, their minds are terest and friendship 52 weeks in the 
he is working with some one else—or elsewhere. The good preacher is preach- 
— even working against him. The con- ing against the pressure of real ques- 7: 
voluted surface of each tooth is matched tions by real people, he is meeting the 
lely by that of its opposite number; yet minds of his listeners, he can fairly hear 
— neither tooth is the replica of the other. some of them scrunch. But their very Beautiful Greeting Card 
rae It is their complementary differences resistance is making truth more digesti- Hand Inscribed 
which make them good team-mates. ble. 
ei (Strictly speaking, each upper tooth IKE TEETH ALSO, persons not with your name 
i works in contact with the corresponding L in function~soon start drifting. tells of your Christmas Gift 
ies “ below and also ng of the one be- They are not solidly rooted, 
rane _ pybrogtencns wie _ ind eer can “ — — poner 
. of jaws line y identica o are the cranks in the minis- ‘ 
Erie incisors or molars, for instance, would try? Seldom the pastors, more usually Renewals Begin When Present 
be an awkward mouthful, and ineffi- the free-lancers. Who are the cranks Subscription expires. 
cient besides. It is by difference, and in journalism? Rarely the responsible 
even by apparent conflict, that work is editor, part of a great organization, but 
done and the world moved on another more usually the irresponsible letter- This offer good through the 
notch. No friction, no traction, as the writer who likes to see his name in . 
physics professor knows. print. Who are the cranks in business Christmas season Only. 
In business, the stimulus of free com- generally? Not so often the men who a ° 
tive Petition, when it is free, sharpens the have to meet head-on with other men Send your Christmas list NOW to 
sted wits of all parties and improves their in practical affairs, but the doctrinaires The Presbyterian Outlook 
was product as well. The friction between who have no rivals, no competition— b 
tion Sales psychology and buyer’s resistance and frequently no business. Who are 403 E. Franklin St. 
r 4. makes for honesty and excellence in. the ladies with the wildest ideas about Richmond 19, Va. 
cted what is sold. What stuff is dumped on bringing up children? The ladies who ; 
ored the public when buyers have no sales have no children in home or school- 
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CHURCH NEWS 





Knoxville Churches 
In United Effort 


Appalachia News Letter 


Presbyterians, USA, in the Knoxville 
area arranged a five-day Visitation 
Evangelism Crusade in November in 
which effort Cumberland and US Pres- 
byterians were invited to join. Ap- 
proximately 115 ministers (15 Presby- 
terian, US) attended the school held in 
connection with the campaign and led 
their congregations in the united em- 
phasis, Leaders for the week were Guy 
H. Black (Methodist), Price H. Gwynn 
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George E. Sweazey, and Walter Barlow 
(Presbyterians, USA). Leading up to 
the crusade, the churches also joined 
in sponsoring a Presbyterian Mission to 
Teachers. Clifford Barbour, minister of 
the Second church (USA), Knoxville, 
addressed 140 teachers and ministers 
each Monday evening during October 
and discussion groups, geared to the re- 
spective church school departments, fol- 
lowed. At the close all joined in a con- 
secration service and the Lord’s Supper. 


Men in Four Presbyteries 
Are Organizing for Work 

Official organizations of Men-of-the- 
Church are being set up in the four 
presbyteries of Appalachia Synod after 
a lapse of such organizations during the 
war years. Immediate objective of each 





equipment, beautiful campus. 


PEACE COLLEGE 


RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA. 

First and second- year college courses; two years of high school. Trans- 
fer, General, Commercial, Home Economics, Music. Program develops self- 
control, academic efficiency, spiritual sincerity. Cultural advantages. Modern 
Dramatics, Glee Club, Sports. 
for 1948-1949 session should be made now. 

William C. Pressly, President, Peace College, Raleigh, North Carolina. 


Applications 
For catalogue, write 
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DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


North Carolina 

HIGH EDUCATIONAL STANDARDS 

STABLE CHRISTIAN INFLUENCES 

R. O. T. C.—PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
John R. Cunningham, President 
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Preparatory: 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Begin September, January, June or July 
Standard Freshman and Sophomore Courses ieading to A. A. or A. S. Degree 
10th, 11th, 12th grades. 
Veterans Refresher. 
Two years Business Administration. 
Flight: Private Pilot, Commercial. 
Aircraft and Engine Mechanics. 
Apartments available for married students. 
Registration fee $5.00 
Box B-4, Maxton, N. C. 


Instructor Rating. 








dents. 
which they are prepared. 


priority. 





Southwestern at Memphis 


Announces that a limited number of well prepared students with serious 
purpose, including some dormitory residents, may be admitted for the second 
semester, beginning February 3, 1948, since a number of those now in at- 
tendance, because of the accelerated summer program of twelve weeks, will 
have completed their courses at that time. 

Beginning classes in the laboratory sciences, French, Spanish, English. 
mathematics, Bible, speech, history, and econumics will be open to such stu- 
Those transferring from other colleges may enter advanced classes for 


Applications for admission in September, 1948, are now being received 
and will be acted upon as promptly as possible. 


Address inquiries to The Registrar 
Southwestern at Memphis 
Memphis 12, Tennessee 


Early applications receive 





‘Mitchell College 


- John 
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group is the effective promotion of the 
Presbyterian Program of Progress. Hol- 
ston Presbytery’s men will organize at 
First church, Johnson City, December 
2, with R. W. Cousar, Chattanooga pas- 
tor, as the speaker. Next evening the 
men of Abingdon Presbytery will meet 
at the Royal Oak church, Marion, Va., 
with Curry B. Hearn, Foreign Missions 
treasurer of Nashville, as the speaker. 
W. E. Price, Charlotte, N. C., will con- 
duct a forum for Sunday school super- 
intendents at both meetings. 


Protestant Churches Unite 
In Efforts to Fight Liquor 


Knoxville’s Protestant churches, un- 
der the leadership of Ramsey Pollard, 
minister of the Broadway Baptist 
Church, conducted a vigorous fight to 
defeat the legalizing of liquor in Knox 
County in the November elections. Mass 
meetings were held for weeks in ad- 
vance to acquaint church people with 
the issues involved. Some churches 
sponsored paid advertisements in the 
local press for the same _ purpose, 
Prayer meetings were held in stra- 
tegically located churches on the day be- 
fore the voting. Dry forces won by a 
majority of more than 5,000. 


In the Presbyteries 


Asheville Presbytery, at its January 









CHOIR and PULPIT ROBES 


Large selection of fine materials, rea- 
sonably priced; write for catalogue C-12 
(choir robes) or P-12 (pulpit robes). 


3 
COLLEGIATE CAP & GOWN CO. Be 


1000 N. Market 117N. Wacker 366 FifthAve. (= 
Champaign, lll. Chicago 6, lll. NewYork 1, N.Y. (i 





INTERESTING FACTS 

PE Cs boccencesses No. 6 
Of the known 96 chemical elements 
on earth, 55 have been found present 
in plant or animal tissue. Forty of 
the 55 have been found in Milk! 


DAIRY CO. 


“The Home of Better Milk’’ 
1810-18 W. Main St. Dial 5,2838 











A coeducational institution distinctive 
in Christian ideals. Presbyterian. 
‘Founded 1856. Fully accredited aca- 
demic work first two years of college. 
Outstanding departments in music and 
business. Approved for veterans. Resi- 
dence for women and single men. Lib- 
eral scholarships. Moderate rates. Cat- 
alog P. A few vacancies now for sec- 
ond semester which begins Jan. 26. 
Montgomery Pres., Statesville, 
N. C. 
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’ the meeting, will make its decision on the’ P. J. Garrison, Jr., minister of Memorial will give at least a dollar each quarter 
Hol- Federal Council of Churches and on the Church, Elizabethton, Tenn., is conduct- toward the assistance of congregations 
Le at proposed plan for Presbyterian Reunion. ing a membership drive for ‘‘The Church in building programs. 
m ber John C. Neville, pastor of the Mills River and Manse Building League’”’ of Holston J. WALTER DICKSON, JR. 
pas- church, was elected moderator of the Presbytery. Members of this League Knoxville. 
> the presbytery at its last meeting. ... A com- 
meet mittee composed of J. Wayte Fulton, 
Va., H. G. Allen and W. W. Arrowood was to 
sions report at an adjourned meeting of 
aker, Abingdon Presbytery at Sinking Springs 
con- church (Abingdon) on the plan of 
1per- Presbyterian Reunion, This presbytery 
voted 24-21 at its last meeting in favor 
of remaining in the Federal Council of 
Churches. 
uns | this and That 
lard, 
iptist Julian Spitzer was installed as minis- 
ht to ter, of the newly-organized Sequoyah 
Knox Hills church, Knoxville, November 2. 
Mass Building is expected to get underway 
1 ad- early in 1948. . . . Ground-breaking 
with ceremonies were held October 22 for the 
rches Red Bank Church, Chattanooga, where 
the J. E. Hixson is pastor. This new church aNh 
‘pose, is an outgrowth of Central Church of A 
stra- the same city. ... Charles Clements, ” # 
y be- Hugh Huffaker and King Jones, Jr., a 
by a were elected officers of Knoxville Pres- 
bytery’s Men-of-the-Church recently. 
Col. Roy LeCraw addressed the two 
meetings held in Knoxville Presbytery, Instead of one Christmas gift, how would 
vedill speaking to 350 or more men... . Elder 


you like to make a gift that will come every 
Christmas as long as the recipient lives? 


C. R. Endsley, Sweetwater, Tenn., was 
the Program of Progress speaker for 
Asheville’s Men-of-the-Church at a 
meeting in Waynesville this fall... . 


You can do just that through one of our An- 
nuity Gifts. You can purchase the annuity 
now, and present the certificate this Christ- 
mas, with a statement from us of the exact 
amount to be paid the recipient every 


Christmas as a fresh remembrance from 
you. 





FINANCIAL CAMPAIGN 
$ $ PLAN BOOK $ $ 


Over 


$50,000,000 Produced 
by Using This Plan. 





ents 
sent 
y of for 


Both you and the recipient will have the 
added satisfaction of sharing in the work 
of our church, since the amount invested 


CHURCHES and COLLEGES 


(First edition entirely sold 
New edition being printed) 


* ’ ’ ‘ 
: a in the annuity will go eventually into For- 
838 we eign Missions. 


Get your copy now a . . q " 

before it’s too late. Your inquiry will bring full information 
* s . s 

il, 

e saciid alk tate about our Annuity Gift Plan by return mail 


by in time for you to utilize it this Christmas 


ive 





ian. REV. S. W. McGILL, D. D. should you desire. Write today to: 

a 822 Nuttman Avenue 

and Ft. Wayne, Ind. 

ate Curry B. Hearn, Treasurer 

ib- Orders received from Texas, , . 

ne California, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Executive ComMITTEeE oF Foreicn Missions 
_ Wisconsin, Illinois, Virginia, etc. Presbyterian Church in the U. S. 


Nashville 1, Tenn. 


Me, $ $ $ $ P. O. Box 330 
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THE MOST FAMOUS HORSE sToRY MINISTERIAL Bul 
OF THEM ALL—SMOKY y wit sams 139 MENTION 


CHANGES 

R. P. Richardson from Augusta, Ga., 
to Presbyterian Mission, Taichow, 
Kiangsu, China. 








To most people, the mention of Will 
James conjures up the picture of gal- 
lant horses which the famous writer and 
illustrator of the West immortalized. 











Probably the most famous horse story Jt NEIN ac —_— Pie 
of them all is SMOKY, which now is _— | ae, &., ney oss 
: while standing in a truck leaving . 
available in a low-priced edition, at ; 3 
Sutsien (China) when he suffered a know 
$1.39. Completely reset and rebound, -“— 
; skull fracture October 30, was, at last ye 
the book contains illustrated endpapers, “ ‘ i 
report, “amazingly well’ and _ being It is 
a beautiful full-color jacket, and the , : : nce 
original Will James illustrations cared for in the Tsing-Kiang-Pu General : 
‘ ; 4% Hospital. On November 13 he was able of tl 
Other books by Will James at $1.39 each to dictate a letter to relatives in the for 1 
SAND SCORPION SUN UP U. 8. A. - 
D 
THE DARK HORSE COW'S COUNTRY FOUNDATION CHAIRMAN Rom 
Thomas P. Johnston, Kingsport, Tim¢ 
Tenn., is now chairman of the executive is a 
HELPS ON INTERNATIONAL UNIFORM LESSONS, 1948 commnittes of the Historical Foandatlaaa ait 
SNOWDEN-DOUGLASS SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS, 1948 Edition gacn 46 Mentvent, K. C.. soveeiing Se ie 9g 
PELOUBET’S SELECT NOTES, by Rev. Wilbur M. Smith sas | SY. Comoe. . 
TARBELL’S TEACHERS’ GUIDE $2.50 CHUROH OF THE AIR anon 
ARNOLD'S PRACTICAL COMMENTARY $1.25 Julian Price Love, Louisville Semi- self 
POINTS FOR EMPHASIS, Moore 50c nary professor, will be the preacher on Jero 
THE GIST OF THE LESSON, by R. A. Torrey, D. D. 50c_ =the Church of the Air, Columbia Broad- -. 
; ‘ or 
THE SUPERINTENDENT'S GUIDE, by Harry Edwards Bartow 40¢ pocenreg ae eantay, ard i. ae a 
) r. Love is one of six selecte 
JORAN’S MINISTER: ANU! " ; @ F i r G. ‘ ae H i 
DORAN’S MINISTERS MANUAL FOR 1948. Compiled and edited by G. B. scholars to participate in the series, in ] 
F. Hallock and M. K. V. Heicher $2.50 «The Romance of the English Bible.” Apo: 
chu! 
HONORARY DEGREE writ 
Frank H. Caldwell, president of witt 


Louisville Seminary, was the recipient 
of an honorary Doctor of Laws degree 


time 



































apos 
No. 229 AWARD BIBLE $1.25 at Centre College during the recent in- to k 

auguration of President Walter A. the 
Ideal for Sunday School Awards, Gift Bibles, Rally Day, ST°V®S- writ 

Promotion Day, Children’s Day, and Christmas. Flexible RICHMOND PREACHING MISSION of t 

Wortex Binding, Divinity Circuit, Presentation Page, Red Included in the list of prominent As 

Edges, Gilt-Stamped Cover. ministers scheduled for the Feb. 1-8 

WORDS OF CHRIST IN RED—BOLD FACE TYPE Preaching Mission in Richmond, Va. “s 

(being arranged by Wm. E. Hudson) - 

ig 

| 8 And when he numbered them in| 5 And he said unto th} 27¢: Edwin Holt Hughes, Clinton 8. : 

Bezek, the children of a were canes is weenens ty = 5 Quinn, Clovis Chappell, John Sutherland _ 

\~ yy Me 7 os po in my tom 4 yet Bonnell, Norman Vincent Peale, Peter wi 

< And thay._saie uate the gene ue {And San oe Marshall. Non-ministers are: Robert a 

t came, us shall ye say unto the n amuel said wu ike 

pore of Jabesh-zilead, To morrow, by| Jt is the Lorp that advay E- Speer, Walter H. Judd, Muriel Lester, - 

that time the sun be hot, ye shall have| Aaron, and taat brought] Judge Camille Kelly. 

a Ne AIS a cap 

TO THE ORIENT mo 

Eugene R. Kellersberger, physician y 

and minister, general secretary of the ten 

WELL-KNOWN BIBLE STORY BOOKS BY VARIOUS AUTHORS 4 nerican Mission to Lepers, New York, | wh 
THROUGH THE BIBLE, by Theodora Wilson-Wilson $2. 15 is now on a five-months tour of the tia 
HURLBUT’S STORY OF THE BIBLE $2.75 Cvtent to gather information on precy 

a needs i i f h 3 

THE WONDER BOOK OF BIBLE STORIES, by Logan Marshall $1.25 -"°°*S 7 Caring for the lepers dl 
EGERMEIER’S BIBLE STORY BOOK $2.95 rt 
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STEPHEN, BOY OF THE MOUNTAIN, by Amy Lillie $2.50 : (2 
FOSTER’S STORY OF THE BIBLE $2.25 CHOIR GOWNS + VESTMENTS ~ 
FOSTER’S FIRST STEPS FOR LITTLE FEET IN GOSPEL PATHS $1.25 Ty Ts PULPIT ROBES - HANGINGS . 
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Christian Fellowship 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR DECEMBER 7 


Itt. John. 


Quotations are from the Revised 
Standard Version. 

We study this week one of the lesser 
known writings of the New Testament, 
yet one which has a peculiar interest. 
Itis a sample of the private correspond- 
ence of one of the Apostles. A number 
of the Apostles’ letters are preserved 
for us in the pages of the New Testa- 
ment, but most of these letters are 
public, as Paul’s letter to the Church at 
Rome, or Official, as Paul’s letter to 
Timothy. But the third Epistle of John 
is a letter written by the Apostle to a 
friend, one which was providentially 
preserved and included in the canon of 
the New Testament. 

1. The Author. The letter itself is 
anonymous. ‘The author describes him- 
self very simply as “the elder” (vs. 1). 
Jerome, one of the great scholars of the 
early church, identifies him as the Elder 
or Presbyter John, a contemporary of 
the Apostle, whose tomb was still shown 
in Ephesus, along with that of the 
Apostle, But the tradition of the 
church as a whole indicates that the 
writer was John, the Apostle, and the 
witnesses who are nearest to John in 
time are uniformly favorable to the 
apostolic authorship; in fact they seem 
to know of no other view. The style of 
the Epistle also indicates that it was 
written by the author of the Gospel and 
of the first and second epistles of John. 
As Dr. Plummer says: ‘‘The oldest 
member of the Christian Church and the 
last surviving Apostle might well be 
called, and call himself with simple 
dignity, ‘The Elder.’ Nothing is more 
welcome to persons of simple character 
who are in high office than an opportu- 
nity of laying its formalities aside; they 
like to address others and to be them- 
selves addressed in their personal 
capacity, or by a title in which there is 
more affection than form!’ ” 

2. The Recipient. The letter is writ- 
ten by the elder ‘“‘to the beloved Gaius, 
whom [ love in the truth.”’ Three Chris- 
tians are known by this name in the 
New Testament. (1) Gaius of Corinth, 
in whose house Paul was staying when 
he wrote the Epistle to the Romans 
(16:23), who is probably the same as 
he whom Paul baptized (I Cor. 1:14). 
(2) Gaius of Macedonia, who was 
Paul’s traveling companion. at the time 
of the uproar at Ephesus and was seized 
by the mob (Acts 19:29). (3) Gaius 
of Derbe, who with Timothy and others 
left Greece before Paul and waited for 
him at Troas (Acts 20:4-5). Gaius, 
however, was one of the most common 





names in the Roman Empire, and we 
cannot certainly identify this Gaius with 
any of the others. He seems from the 
letters itself to have been a man of con- 
siderable wealth, prominent in the 
church to which he belonged, faithful 
to his Christian professions and espe- 
cially to be commended for the hospital- 
ity he had shown to traveling evangel- 
ists who represented John and the 
church, 

The salutation addressed to him is 
unusually brief: ‘‘The elder to the be- 
loved Gaius, whom [| love in the truth.” 
The first phrase describes the common 
sentiment regarding Gaius—he is uni- 
versally beloved; the second phrase sug- 
gests a particular reason for the 
Apostle’s love—Gaius’ devotion to the 
truth as revealed through Jesus Christ. 

8. Time and Place. John spent his 
declining years at Ephesus, then the 
center of the Christian movement. The 
letter in all probability was written 
from that place. As Plummer says, it 
has the tone of being written from head- 
quarters. Its strong resemblance, espe- 
cially in its opening and conclusion, in- 
clines us to believe that it was written 
about the same time as the Second 
Epistle, i. e., after the Gospel and First 
Epistle, and therefore towards the end 
of John’s life. The unwillingness to 
write a long letter which appears in 
both epistles (II. Jn. 12; III. Jn. 13) 
would be natural in an old man to whom 
correspondence is a burden. 


I. The Opening Prayer, vs. 2-4. 


“Beloved, I pray that all may go well 
with you and that you may keep well, 
as I know it is well with your soul. For 
I greatly rejoiced when some of the 
brethren arrived and testified to the 
truth of your life, as indeed you do fol- 
low the truth. No greater joy can I 
have than this, to hear that my children 
follow the truth.” 

This prayer is an unusual one. In 
the opening of no other New Testament 
epistle is there recorded a petition for 
temporal blessings and for physical 
health. The opening ‘‘all’” is all-inclu- 
sive. It embraces financial affairs, pro- 
fessional success, home, friends, recrea- 
tion, and all else that promotes our 
well-being here on earth. Physical 
health is singled out for special mention 
because it is the chief element in all 
earthly prosperity or more likely be- 
cause Gaius had been unwell. 

John prays for the material welfare 
of Gaius rather than for his spiritua/ 
well-being because he knows that the 
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latter is unnecessary. “I know,’ he 
says, “it is well with your soul.” It is 
very clear that John regards the lattei 
as the more important; it seems to be 
suggested that John could hardly pray 
for his material prosperity and for his 
physical h@alth if it were not well with 
his soul. To which do we give the 
priority? 

I know that your soul is in a pros- 
perous condition, John hastens to add 
(vs. 3), for I have it on good authority. 
Brethren have come and they have all 
testified ‘‘to the truth of your life, as 
indeed you do follow the truth.” John 
means that his friends testify to the fact 
that Gaius is showing his acceptance of 
Christian truth by his Christian life; he 
is manifesting his faith by his works. 
Nothing, he adds, brings him greater 
joy than to hear that his children (his 
converts, or more likely those who are 
under his pastoral care—a fine commen- 
tary on John’s attitude toward his peo- 
ple) are following the truth. 

Dr. Erdman points out that John is 
the only writer in the New Testament 
to use the phrase ‘follow the truth” or 
“walk in the truth.” ‘It denotes living 
in the sphere of revealed truth, allow- 
ing it to dominate and to control the 
mind and the soul, to mold the char- 
acter and to determine all choices and 
all acts. Surely no greater joy could 
be experienced by (any) Christian 
worker (or by any Christian parent) 
than to learn that those whom he has 
brought to Christ are thus ‘walking in 
the truth.’ ”’ 

For further consideration: Do we 
have a right to ask God for material 
blessings? What relation should there 
be between our requests for materia) 
benefits and our requests for spiritual 
benefits? What does it mean to follow 
the truth in our own day? Is there any 
value in believing in the truth unless 
we also follow it (cf. Mt. 7:21)? 


II. Commendation of Gaius for His 
Hospitality, 5-8. 


‘‘Beloved, it is a loyal thing you do 
when you render any service to the 
brethren, especially to strangers, who 
have testified to your love before the 
church, You will do well to send them 
on their journey as befits God’s service. 
For they have set out for his sake and 
have accepted nothing from the heathen. 
So we ought to support such men, that 
we may be fellow-workers in the truth.” 

The Apostle’s commendation grows 
naturally out of his opening remarks. 

The good report which brought him 
such joy testified in particular to the 
Christian hospitality of Gaius, extended 
to the missionaries sent out from 
Ephesus to the church of which Gaius 
wasamember. This hospitality was the 
more praiseworthy in that Gaius had 
entertained men who were personally 
unknown to him. 

Now it seems that the same messen- 
gers are returning to Gaius and John 
requests that Gaius shall not only en- 
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tertain them but also aid them in their 
further journey by gifts and money and 
provisions and that too in the most 
liberal manner, as John says, ‘‘as befits 
God’s service.”’ 

Three reasons are given for such gen- 
erosity on the part of GaiuS. One is 
that they have set out “for his sake.”’ 
For whose sake? No name is men- 
tioned, but there can be no doubt as 
to who is intended. It is for the sake 
of Jesus, who loved him, and gave him- 
self for him, The second reason is that 
these missionaries refused to accept any 
money from the pagans whom they 
sought to win, in order that no one of 
them might be led to suspect their mo- 
tives. ‘“‘There is also a third reason 
mentioned by John, as applying not to 
this particular case alone, or to these 
special missionaries, but to all Chris- 
tians in every age: ‘we ought to support 
such men, that we may be fellow- 
workers in the truth.’ By extending 
sympathy and support to the ministers 
and messengers and missionaries of 
Christ we are sharing in their work of 
making known the truth of Christ; and 
as we participate in their labor and their 
toil and their sacrifice, so too we shall 
share in their rejoicing and their re- 
ward.”’ (Erdman, The Pastoral Epistles, 
Westminster Press.) 


This passage is very valuable in that 
it shows us how the Christian enterprise 
was carried forward at the end of the 
apostolic age, in a day when there was 
no Executive Committee of Foreign Mis- 
sions and no “Systematic Beneficence.”’ 
Has it any meaning for our present day? 
Is hospitality still a Christian virtue? 
How can it be shown in our homes, in 
our thurch? Generosity, we will agree, 
is still a Christian virtue, We have the 
same reasons that Gaius had for giving. 
What others? It would be well to con- 
sider in this connection the editorial on 
“Our Niggardly Giving’ by Reinhold 
Niebuhr in our issue of November 10. 
Figures released by the National Stew- 
ardship Institute reveal that “in 1931 
the per capita income of the nation was 
$616. In that year the contributions 
for education, religion, and welfare per 
capita were $31. In 1935 the per capita 
income had risen to $738 but gifts had 
diminished to $19 per capita. This 
catastrophic drop in generosity has 
never been made good. Now we find 
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ourselves with a per capita income of 
about $1,300 and we are still giving at 
the rate of $19 per capita. It thus ap- 
pears that while we gave roughly five 
per cent of our income for charities in 
1931 we give only a little better than 
one per cent today.” 


111. Condemnation of Diotrephes for 
His Hostility, 9-12. 


In striking contrast with Gaius stands 
Diotrephes. As the former received un- 
stinted praise, the latter receives un- 
qualified rebuke. We know nothing 
more of Diotrephes than is told us in 
this letter. But he stands out before us 
very clearly as a man “who likes to put 
himself first.”” We still have this type 
of man with us. We find him in every 
walk of life—in business, in politics 
and in the church. “Sometimes this 
man is a woman, and then matters may 
be no better but worse.’”’ 

In this particular instance Diotrephes’ 
determination to have the chief place 
had led him into showing flagrant dis- 
respect toward the Apostle John and to 
creating an actual schism in the church. 

To begin with, John had written a 
brief letter to the local church of which 
Diotrephes was a member; but the let- 
ter had been suppressed by him, or at 
least its authority had been denied and 
its counsel had been neglected, This 
was in effect a rejection of the apostle, 
as John explicitely points out. Dio- 
trephes has gone even further and made 
an open attack upon the apostle, ‘“‘prat- 
ing against me with evil words.” The 
word ‘“‘prate”’ is an excellent translation 
of the Greek original. It conveys the 
idea that his words were not only 
wicked but senseless. Diotrephes talked 
against the Apostle incessantly; his 
charges were broadcast on every side; 
but unfortunately they were spawned 
by prejudice; and Diotrephes made no 
effort to discover the facts. 

Diotrephes went even further. He 
shut the doors of the church against the 
actual representatives of the Apostle, 
the messengers of Christ and his church. 
His influence in the church was so great 
that those who opposed his policy ana 
would have received John’s messengers 
were themselves excommunicated, or 
put out of the church. 

John states that he is prepared to bring 
the whole matter personally before the 
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church, if he is able to come. Mean- 
while he is sending this message to 
yaius by a messenger, named Demetrius, 
whom Gaius is asked to entertain. John 
commends Demetrius as one who is uni- 
versally esteemed—i. e., his work in the 
church is widely known and is every. 
where approved. He also has ‘“‘testi- 
mony ... from the truth itself.’’ Prob- 
ably this means that Demetrius lived 
out the truth in his own life, that he 
was commended by the truth as it mani- 
fested itself in his words and deeds, 
John adds his own commendation, “] 
testify to him too, and you know my 
testimony is true.” 


This three-fold commendation is in- 
troduced by ‘‘a precept of wide-reaching 
application and by a statement of deep 
significance: ‘Beloved, do not imitate 
evil but imitate good.’ Thus Gaius is 
warned against the example and infiu- 
ence of Diotrephes, whose character has 
just been sketched and is exhorted to 
emulate the zeal and fidelity of De- 
metrius who is now to be introduced. 
However John adds the characteristic 
words: ‘He who does good is of God; he 
who does evil has not seen God.’ That 
is to say, one whose habit of life is 
right, one who practices what is good, 
shows that he has been ‘born of God,’ 
but one whose life is evil has not caught 
that transforming vision of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ, which is possible 
to the eye of faith. No matter what 
one may profess or what power he may 
possess in the church, words and deeds 
are the infallible proofs of the real but 
hidden springs of life.”” (Erdman.) 


This Epistle seems to have been writ- 
ten in large part to warn Gaius against 
Diotrephes, a schismatic, who for one 
reason or another set himself against 
the Apostle and the church as a whole 
in his time. Undoubtedly there come 
times as in the period of the Reforma- 
tion, when a minority must stand forth 
for the truth even if it means secession. 
But we must be very eareful how we 
bring charges against the church, and 
very sure of ourselves before we refuse 
to cooperate with our brethren in 
Christ. We should be very cautious too 
about following men who “prate” 
against the leaders of the church ‘‘with 
wicked words” and who refuse to “re- 
ceive the brethren.” Orthodoxy, John 
insists here as elsewhere, is proved not 
merely by one’s professions, but also by 
one’s daily walk and conversation. 


We face something like the same 


“ question today as we consider our rela- 


tions to the Federal Council of Churches, 
in which the leading denominations of 
this country cooperate in certain work 
which they can do better in common 
than in isolation, When should Chris- 
tians refuse to cooperate with other men 
who own the name of Christ? How are 
we to treat Diotrephes in our own 
churches? Do we have the spirit of 
Diotrephes in ourselves? 
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BOOK NOTES 


LYMAN PIERSON POWELL, Path- 
maker in Education and Religion. By 
Charles B. Macfarland. Philosophical 
Library, New York, 299 pp. $3.75. 

Those who have read that delightful 
little book, The Second Seventy, will en- 
joy this biography of its author. Dr. 
Powell was not as widely known as 
other ministers of his generation, but 
he was a man of leadership, versatility 
and charm. He was progressive and 
fearless in his thinking, but always 
gentle and tolerant. His life and spirit 
have been ably interpreted to us by Dr. 
Macfarland, past secretary of the Fed- 
eral Council of Churches, and an in- 
timate friend of Dr. Powell. Those who 
like biography will find this book pleas- 
ant reading, 

WILLIAM M. ELLIOTT, JR. 

Dallas, Texas. 





WILD WINGS. By Joseph James 
Murray. John Knox Press, Richmond. 
123 pp., $2.50. 


This is an account of personal experi- 
ences of a true lover of birds, by one 
who has real knowledge and authority 
to give the proper facts. He faithfully 
records the bird-life of the Valley of 
Virginia, its habits and migrations. 
These are all so happily presented that 
the reader is unaware of how much con- 
crete information he is absorbing. Trips 
to Florida, England and the Continent 
give the thrill of adding unfamiliar 
birds to one’s acquaintance. There is 
much pleasure in the description of New 
Forrest in England and of riding a 
bicycle in Holland to see the enormous 
collections of water birds on the Island 
of Texel. This is all enriched with a 
wide variety of photographs of birds in 
their natural habitats. The last chap- 
ters, ‘Jesus and Nature,” and ‘‘Behold 
the Fowls of the Air,’’ seem a fitting 
close for a book about nature with such 
a spiritual presentation. 

MRS. COLGATE W. DARDEN, JR. 

Charlottesville, Va. 


WHO AM I? By John B. Walthour. 
The Macmillan Co., New York, 1947. 
$2.00. 115 pp. 


Based on the party game, “Who Am 
I,” this series of brief chapel talks by 
the chaplain at West Point is highly in- 
teresting, With increasing revelations 
of identity the preacher develops one 
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Bible character after another until with 
the final clue it is usually clear to any- 
one who is being described. Interesting 
point about these was the privilege ac- 
corded any Cadet of rising after the 
first, second or third clue to tell who the 
character was, If he was right, he 
stopped the sermon, except for a brief 
summary. 

These sketches are well done. They 
will be valuable to young or old. 
Families can make interesting and in- 
structive games from them and Bible 
teachers and ministers will find in them 
a pattern for fruitful experiments. 

A. N. B. 


CHRIST IN THE DRAMA. By Fred 
Eastman. The Macmillan Co., New 
York, 174 pp. $2.50. 

The background of the author of this 
book—a thorough training for the 
ministry, five years in a pastorate ‘‘re- 
viving a moribund village church,’’ mag- 
azine editing, plus twenty years as pro- 
fessor of Biography and Drama at the 
Chicago Theological Seminary—fits him 
admirably for the writing of a fascinat- 
ing study of the influence of Christ on 
representative dramas of England and 
America, As Professor Eastman says, 
since the religious drama is capturing 
more the interest of those who know 
(witness J. Arthur Rank), and ‘can be 
such a powerful aid to the minister in 
the kindling of the imaginations, the 
purging and exalting of the emotions, 
the interpretation of life in the language 
of the heart, and the challenging of the 
will to action, the book will be an aid 
to you. I commend it heartily. 

BERNARD A. McILHANY. 

Fulton, Mo. 
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Creative Activities. 
grim Press. © $2.75. 

The Little Heroes of Hartford. Gene- 
vieve Cross. Cross Publications. $2.50. 

The Wit and Wisdom of Whitehead. A. 
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Albert Schweitzer, An Anthology. Chas. 
R. Joy. Beacon Press. $5.00. 

The Jew of Tarsus. Hugh J. Schonfeld. 
Macmillan. $2.50. 

Soviet Russian Since The War. 
Hewlett Johnson. Boni & Gear. $3.00. 

The Pastoral Episties. Burton 8. Easton. 
Chas. Scribners’ Sons. $3.00. 

The Arts of the Church. 
Ritter. Pilgrim Press. $4.00. 

Modern Japan and Shinto Nationalism, 
D. C. Hilton. University of Chicago Press. 
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Richard H. 


$2.75. 
While the Angels Sing. Gladys Hasty 
Carroll. Macmillan, $2.50. 


A Protestant Primer. Clarence Seiden- 
spinner. Tidings, 1908 Grand Ave., Nash- 
ville 4, Tenn. 25 cents (paper). 

The Negro Looks Into the South. 
ward Gholson. 
$1.25. 

Rural Parish. Anna Laura Gebhard. 
Abingdon-Cokesbury. $1.50. 

Paul’s Epistle to the Romans. 
Scott. Scribners. $2.00. 

Unseen Harvests—A Treasury of Teach- 
ing. Edited by Claude M. Fuess and Emory 
S. Basford. Macmillan. $5.00. 

The Person and the Common Good. Jac- 
ques Maritain. Chas. S. Scribners Sons, 
$2.00. 

The Meaning of Treason. Rebecca West. 


Ed- 
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E. F. 


Viking Press, $3.50. 
The Pearl. John Steinback. Viking 
Press, $2.00. 


Weybosset Bridge. Arthur E. Wilson. 
The Pilgrim Press. $3.50. 
The Old Testament in Cross Word Puz- 


zles. Lucile Pettigrew Johnson. W. A. 
Wilde Co. $1. 
Christian Doctrine for S, 8S. Teachers. 


Park Hays Miller. W. A. Wilde Company. 
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American Protestantism’s First 
Cooperatively Produced Film 


of Theatre Quality! 
Thirteen major Protestant denominations worked tg 
gether in the Protestant Film Commission to bring you 
this outstanding new film with a message of vital impor- 
tance to the religious life of today. 


BEYOND OUR OWN, made by one of Hollywood's 
best producers is a thoroughly professional dramatic pre- 
duction using featured players of major 

Its timeless theme, pursuit of ‘‘success” at the cost of 
the soul, is clothed in an absorbing story designed to 
help revitalize the religion of the average church-goer. 


BEYOND OUR OWN 
16 mm, sound, 40 minutes, Reatal, $10.00 


Endorsed and sponsored by 


Executive Committee of Foreign Mis- 
sions 

Executive Committee of Home Mis- 
sions 

Assembly’s Committee on Evangelism 

Executive Committee of Religious 
Education and Publication 


Order today from 
PRESBYTERIAN BOOK STORES 
Richmond 9, Virginia Dallas 1, Texas 
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THE LARGEST |()Y GIFT 


ever raised is sought this year by order of the 


1947 General Assembly 


2 ‘‘To help in the present emergency.’’ There are 419 ministers’ homes 
W, YY e dependent on Ministerial Relief. There are, in addition, more than 


200 homes whose pensions from the Ministers’ Annuity Fund must 





be supplemented from relief funds to meet the increasing cost of 
living. 


? Right now. In December, 1947. At the Christmas season, in the name 
e nN e of Him who said: ‘‘Inasmuch . . . ye have done it unto Me.’’ 





2 At the church service, in Sunday school, Sunday school class, Circle, 
Where ¢ Auxiliary, Fellowship, or any other organization; or a personal check 


direct to 410 Urban Building, Louisville. 





W, h 9 Every member of the Presbyterian family. While we give liberally 


e in response to all appeals, we must not neglect our own. This is our 





opportunity. 


y 
Y 
Y 
Y 
: 
i 
: 
y 
y 
y 
Y 
y 
Y 
Y 
Y 


Large love---large faith---large liberality 
are needed for the largest JOY GIFT! 


Presbyterian Church in the United States 


Christian Education and Ministerial Relief 


Waue H. Boggs, Secretary Wm. H. Hopper, Treasurer 


410 Urban Building, Louisville 2, Ky. 
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